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  Start Something That Matters 
       Ch. 8: The Final Step 

 
Answer the following questions in complete sentences. (due Wed., 5/29/2019) [10 points] 

 
1. What is OneShot? How did it start? What 
does the organization do? 

 

2. Knowledge can be a powerful tool, but it 
can also paralyze you into inaction. When 
you’re first getting started, how can you go 
about the research phase without getting 
overwhelmed? What information is 
indispensable when starting a new business 
or project?  

 

3. Blake writes, “Someone once told me the 
key to staying healthy was tying his shoes.” 
Why is this good advice for someone starting 
a business venture? What are some 
examples of “tying your shoes” in business? 

 

4. What are some of the challenges facing a 
start-up like OneShot? How does OneShot 
use giving to connect its philanthropic and 
business elements? How does this 
connection make OneShot’s story resonate? 

 

5. How was Tyler resourceful without 
resources in creating OneShot? In what 
ways is being a student an advantage 
when starting a new project or business? 
What free resources are available to 
students? 

 

 



 

6. The first step is often the hardest to take 
because it involves moving into unfamiliar 
territory. However, the truth is that the 
challenges that occur later in an endeavor 
are often more difficult to overcome, but 
they don’t feel nearly as hard. Why is this?  

 

7. Think about a big project, school 
assignment, or hobby that you’ve worked 
on in the past and the challenges that you 
faced along the way. Would knowing about 
those problems ahead of time have 
affected your decision to undertake the 
project? Would you have been scared off? 
Was it better not to know about them?  

 

8. Think about all of the people in your life – 
your friends, family, and members of your 
community. As you’re thinking about starting 
something that matters, who are five people 
who you could reach out to for advice? 
How could each of these people help you? 

 

9. Now that you’ve finished Start Something 
That Matters, how will you seize the day? Are 
you interested in starting a business, 
nonprofit or just making a big change in 
your life? How will you get your project off 
the ground? 

 

10. What is your biggest takeaway from Start 
Something That Matters? How can you see 
yourself and your life being affected by it? 

 

 


