
wWII: Japan & America



Japanese Expansion
- Japanese expansion in East 

Asia began in 1931 and 
continued in 1937 with a 
brutal attack on China.

- On September 27, 1940, Japan 
signed the Tripartite Pact 
with Germany & Italy.

- The US imposed economic 
sanctions on Japan. 

- Severe shortages of oil 
and other natural 
resources and the desire 
to displace the U.S. as the 
dominant Pacific power, 
led to an attack on the 
Allied forces in Asia.



Pearl Harbor
- Japan launched a 

surprise attack on the 
U.S. Pacific fleet at 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 
on December 7, 1941. 

- The attack severely 
damaged the U.S. fleet 
and killed 2403 people 
both military 
personnel and 
civilians.

- Japan achieved a long 
series of military 
successes throughout 
the Pacific until 
mid-1942.



ATomic Bombs
- On August 6, 1945, the U.S. Army Air 

Force dropped an atomic bomb on 
the Japanese city of Hiroshima. 

- Tens of thousands of people died 
in the initial explosion, and many 
more died later from radiation 
exposure. 

- 3 days later, the U.S. dropped a 
bomb on the Japanese city of 
Nagasaki. Estimates vary, but at 
least 120,000 civilians died as a 
result of the 2 blasts.

- After Japan agreed to surrender 
on August 14, 1945, U.S. forces 
began to occupy Japan. They 
formally surrendered to the 
Allies on September 2, 1945.



More Information
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the atomic 
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Netflix  
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Japanese Americans
- Japanese internment camps 

were established by President 
Franklin Roosevelt through 
his Executive Order 9066.

- From 1942 to 1945, over 127,000 
U.S. citizens were imprisoned 
for being of Japanese 
ancestry.

- Almost two-thirds of the 
interns were NISEI, or Japanese 
Americans born in the U.S. Who 
had never even been to Japan. 
Even veterans of WWI were 
forced to leave their homes.

- It is considered another one 
of the most atrocious 
violations of American civil 
rights in the 20th century.



Internment Camps
- Until the camps were completed, 

evacuees were held in temporary 
centers, such as stables at local 
racetracks. 

- 10 camps were built in remote 
areas of 7 western states.

- The camps didn’t have sufficient 
heaters or air conditioners, The 
food was mass produced 
army-style grub, & If anyone 
tried to flee, they were shot.

- Hostility against Japanese 
Americans remained in the 
postwar years.

- In 1988, Congress attempted to 
apologize by awarding each 
surviving intern $20,000.
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