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ELIE WIESEL

● Author, professor, 
activist, Nobel Prize 
Laureate, and 
Holocaust Survivor 

● Born: September 30, 
1928 in Sighet, Romania

● Died: July 2, 2016 in 
Manhattan, New YorkMarion & Elie
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Growing up & Family

● Born in Transylvanian 
town of Sighet, Romania, 
the 3rd of 4 children to 
Shlomo and Sarah Wiesel. 
He had 3 sisters. 

● He was 11 when WWII 
began and 14 when the 
Sighet Jews were 
deported to the 
historically worst Nazi 
concentration camp: 
Auschwitz-Birkenau.

Elie’s Dad



Breaking the silence

● After the war, he lived in 
France and studied at the 
University of Paris

● He worked as a translator 
and a reporter

● He met Francois Mauriac, who 
urged him to break his silence 
& write about the camps

● In 1958, he wrote an 800-page 
book in Yiddish titled: And the                                 
World Has Remained Silent

● It was shortened & translated 
to French & English in 1960

● In 1986, he won the Nobel 
Peace Prize

French Author
Francois Mauriac



Writing & LIterature

● Themes in his literature:

● Maintaining faith in a 
benevolent God (one who 
is good)

● The terrifying silence and 
its implications (affects): 
Indifference

● Inhumanity and evil 
towards fellow humans


