
(LGBT)TQQIAAP+ in WWII



What is (LGBT)TQQIAAP+
L: Lesbian - A woman attracted to women (*cisgender women)
G: gay - general term for same-sex attraction. specifically, a man 

attracted to men.
B: Bisexual - a person attracted to their own sex & opposite sex
T: Transgender - a person who identifies as the opposite sex
T: Transexual - a person who identifies as the opposite sex and has 

surgery to change
Q: Queer - self-affirming general term for LGBTTQQIAAP+ community
Q: Questioning - a person who is still figuring out who they are 

attracted to and/or what gender they identify as
I: Intersex - a person who has any combinations of either biological 

reproductive systems
A: Asexual - a person who is not sexually attracted to anyone
A: Ally - a straight, *cisgender person who supports the LGBTTQQIAAP+ 

community
P: Pansexual - a person sexually attracted to anyone of any 

gender or sexual orientation
*Cisgender - a person whose gender identity matches their birth sex



Equal Should be Equal
- gay people have struggled to 

serve openly in the military & 
still do today.

- In 1929, a speaker for the League 
of Human Rights said, “we do 
not ask for equal rights, we 
demand equal rights!” 

- It was, ironically, the ghastly 
violence of the World Wars 
that first inspired such 
assertive calls.

- These calls have characterized 
gay rights movements around 
the world in the 20th century.



Legal Discrimination
- It took nearly a century for 

activists to achieve one of their 
central goals - the repeal of 
sodomy laws. 

- the Nazis came to power in 1933 
and used the sodomy law to 
murder thousands of men.

- They held homosexual men in 
concentration camps, branding 
them with the infamous pink 
triangle badge, which was also 
given to sexual predators. 

- The U.S. only struck down its 
sodomy laws in 2003.



More Out There
A Queer History of the United 
States is more than a “who’s 
who” of queer history: it is a 

book that radically 
challenges how we 

understand American history. 

Drawing upon primary-source 
documents, literature, and 
cultural histories, scholar 

and activist Michael Bronski 
charts the breadth of 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender history, from 

1492 to the 1990s. 
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Changing Stigmas
- World War II changed ideas 

about what is private and 
public, broadening the 
parameters of social 
permissibility. 

- It was now permissible to 
show deeply felt personal 
emotions in public. 

- Crying as a loved one 
shipped out, weeping over a 
death, and other displays 
of emotional pain and 
distress were now 
acceptable public behavior.



changing stereotypes
- females, once seen as in 

need of protection, were 
now building ships and 
defended democracy.

- Images of patriotic men, 
many of them teenagers, 
dying for their country 
highlighted their 
fragility and nobility. 

- This new standard of 
national masculinity and 
femininity, begin to alter 
gender views.



human rights win
The U.S. Supreme Court 
agreed to hear appeals 

from the circuit's decision. 
On June 26, 2015, the U.S. 
Supreme Court struck 

down all state bans on 
same-sex marriage, 

legalized it in all fifty 
states, and required states 

to honor out-of-state 
same-sex marriage 
licenses in the case 

Obergefell v. Hodges.
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