
some brief WWII facts

● World War II was from 1939 to 1945

● It began when Germany invaded Poland in 
September 1939 to start conquering all of 
Europe

● Nearly all the world’s nations participated 
and formed two opposing sides: the Allied 
Nations and the Axis Nations

● Major events included the Jewish Holocaust 
and the use of nuclear weapons



Background info. WwII

● World War I ended in 1918 and 
Germany had lost the war

● They were unable to rebuild 
from all the damage they had 
done

● The Great Depression 
started, affecting the whole 
world, including Germany

● Money lost all of its value



Background info. WwII

● The Germans, angry for losing the war, were 
looking for someone to blame

● The “Stab in the Back Myth,” invented by the 
Germans, claimed they were betrayed by their 
own soldiers during the end of the war

● These “backstabbing soldiers” were said to 
be every soldier fighting for Germany that 
was not of  German nationality, particularly 
the Jews



what do you notice?

illustration 
from a 1919 
Austrian 
postcard 
showing a 

caricatured 
Jew stabbing 
the German 
Army in the 
back with a 

dagger. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caricature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_Army_(German_Empire)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_Army_(German_Empire)


Leading up to WwII

● Adolf Hitler, who was 
Austrian, took advantage of 
the weakened and angry 
Germans and promised he 
could help them gain 
their power back

● His main goal was to take 
over Europe and to make 
the “backstabbers” pay 
for their “betrayal”



Leading up to WwII

● Germany was eager to be 
powerful again and 
believed in Hitler’s plan, 
seeing Jews as an inferior 
race of people who 
needed to be removed

● They followed every step 
of his plan and began the 
systematic killing of 
Jews throughout Europe



holocaust in poland

“Our war aim consists of the physical 
destruction of the enemy. Accordingly, I 
have placed my death-head formations 

in readiness…with orders to send to 
death mercilessly and without 

compassion, men, women, and children 
of Polish derivation and language. Only 

thus shall we gain the living space 
which we need. Who, after all, speaks 

today of the annihilation of the 
Armenians? ... Poland will be depopulated 
and resettled with Germans. ... As for the 
rest, gentlemen, the fate of Russia will 

be exactly the same…” - Adolph Hitler
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